It Has To Be God’'s Way!

Jn. 14 5-13

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.

7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you
do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?
The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is
the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.

11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am
going to the Father.

13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

Judges 17:1-13

1 Now a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim

2 said to his mother, “The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken
from you and about which I heard you utter a curse—I have that silver with
me; I took it.” Then his mother said, “The LORD bless you, my son!”

3 When he returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, she
said, “I solemnly consecrate my silver to the LORD for my son to make a
carved image and a cast idol. I will give it back to you.”

4 So he returned the silver to his mother, and she took two hundred
shekels of silver and gave them to a silversmith, who made them into the
image and the idol. And they were put in Micah’s house.

5 Now this man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and some idols
and installed one of his sons as his priest.

6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.




7A young Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who had been living within the
clan of Judah,

8 left that town in search of some other place to stay. On his way he came
to Micah’s house in the hill country of Ephraim.

9 Micah asked him, "Where are you from?” “*I'm a Levite from Bethlehem in
Judah,” he said, “and I'm looking for a place to stay.”

10 Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father and priest, and
I'll give you ten shekels of silver a year, your clothes and your food.”

11 So the Levite agreed to live with him, and the young man was to him
like one of his sons.

12 Then Micah installed the Levite, and the young man became his priest
and lived in his house.

13 And Micah said, "Now I know that the LORD will be good to me, since
this Levite has become my priest.”

Ex.3:14 - God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say
to the Israelites: "I AM has sent me to you."

“Micah” = “who is as God?”

Ex. 32:2-8

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your
sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.”

3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron.

4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape
of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced,
“Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.”

6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and
presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink
and got up to indulge in revelry.

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you
brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt.

8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and
have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed
down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of Egypt.’

Ex. 32:21 - He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to you, that you
led them into such great sin?"



Lev. 18:1-3

1 The LORD said to Moses,

2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God.

3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you
must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do
not follow their practices.

Gen 4:2-7

2 Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.

3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an
offering to the LORD.

4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The
LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering,

5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very
angry, and his face was downcast.

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face
downcast?

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you
must master it.”

Heb 12:5-6

5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you
as sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose
heart when he rebukes you,

6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he
accepts as a son.”

Ex. 32:19-25

19. When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing,
his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them
to pieces at the foot of the mountain.

20. And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he
ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink
it.

21. He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to you, that you led them
into such great sin?"

22. "Do not be angry, my lord," Aaron answered. "You know how prone
these people are to evil.




23. They said to me, “Make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has
happened to him.'

24. So I told them, "Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.' Then they
gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

25. Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let
them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies.

2 Timothy 4:3 - For the time will come when men will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.

John 4:24 - God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in
truth.”

Jer. 17:5-10

5 This is what the LORD says: "“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who
depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the
LORD.

6 He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it
comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land
where no one lives.

7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in
him.

8 He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the
stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It
has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”

9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can
understand it?

10 “I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man
according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.” In those
days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.

Judges 18:31 - They continued to use the idols Micah had made, all the
time the house of God was in Shiloh.
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